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Attention:  Planning Department, NSW Government 
Date:  3rd December 2018 
Re:   Objection - Crows Nest Sydney Metro Site Re-zoning Proposal. 

 
SUMMARY. 
I object to the re-zoning proposed for the Crows Nest Sydney Metro site, and the resulting 
high-rise over-development in the heart of Crows Nest village. 
  
POINTS OF OBJECTION. 

1. I object to the height and mass of the two 27 storey towers (Site A) and the 17 storey 
box (Site B) over shadowing (spring and autumn), over-looking (always), and over-
bearing (forever) Crows Nest village. I specifically object to the shading of Willoughby 
Road, Hume Park and Ernest Place open areas. 

2. I object to a high-rise corridor along the Pacific Highway continuing up the hill through 
Crows Nest, destroying the character of the suburb. 

3. I object to the precedent that the height and mass of this development will set for this 
and every subsequent development proposal. 

4. I object to the process where the North Sydney planning controls are ignored and over-
ruled at the expense of the local community. 

5. I object to the unintegrated approach of building too many residences without the 
public services to support residents. You are proposing tenements of the future, with all 
the problems this will create. 

6. I object to the provision of car parking as part of the Metro proposal. A Metro is 
supposed to reduce the use of cars to everyone’s future benefit. A car park will 
encourage “Park & Ride”, bringing private cars into the suburb, exacerbating traffic and 
safety problems in this busy commercial/residential area. 

 
WE DIDN’T ASK FOR IT. 
The Metro development does not solve a transport problem for Crows Nest residents. It 
benefits those who live outside Crows Nest and come into the suburb to work or visit. 
Residents already have 3 train stations within a 15 to 20 minute walk and buses in every 
direction. While there is a need further up the line, and it makes sense to put in a stop while 
passing by, it will never have community support if the associated development comes at the 
price of destroying the neighbourhood through high-rise over-development. 
If this proposal is the price of the Metro for Crows Nest, we don’t want it. 
 
WHAT DO WE WANT. 
I have been a resident of Crows Nest for 23 years and believe the following would receive 
broad community support. 

1. Comply with the local height control process. 
2. Site A no more than 17 storeys. Site B no more than 8 storeys. 
3. Site A to include open and civic spaces and uses integrated with the Metro, including a 

public school, community child care and other multi-generational ideas. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Phil Guilfoyle 


